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Synopsis

In this definitive history of the modern Arab world, award-winning historian Eugene Rogan draws
extensively on Arab sources and texts to place the Arab experience in its crucial historical context
for the first time. Tracing five centuries of Arab history, Rogan reveals that there was an age when
the Arabs set the rules for the rest of the world. Today, however, the Arab world’s sense of
subjection to external powers carries vast consequences for both the region and Westerners who
attempt to control it. Updated with a new epilogue, The Arabs is an invaluable, groundbreaking work

of history.
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Customer Reviews

If what you seek is a clear, succinct, yet detailed account of how "the Middle East" --including the
Maghrib-- became what it is today, look no further. This is by far the best available account of the
modern history of "the Arabs" and their worlds. (And, it IS necessary to stress the plural, "worlds."
Language and religious convictions may be common threads among Arabs; but much else is
diverse in ways that most of us have yet to fully appreciate).Rogan writes in clear, accessible prose,
and provides a coherent and engaging narrative. Teachers especially will find this volume helpful;
but, the general reader too will find the main lines of Arab development (since 1516) covered in
ways that both inform and illuminate. Despite the welter of books available on this subject area,
none has the mastery of substance and the simple felicity of style necessary to meet the needs of
today’s deeply misinformed general audience. After Rogan, there is no longer any reason for us

"westerners" to remain ignorant of the Arab past, and the Arabs’ world. (Mainstream "News"



commentators, please take note). If you want to know how it all began and why it has remained the
single most barbaric "encounter” in "western" history, look no further. This is where all future
students will begin their exploration of Arab history, and is the work to which they will most often turn
in seeking to understand its main currents and conflicting personalities. lts perceptive analysis and
insights no less than its narrative flow will provide food for thought for all who wish to
learn.---OVERVIEW OF THE CONTENTS:Despite its title, this book is less a history of "the Arabs"

per se than of external attempts to govern them.
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